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Software Source Code is Precious Knowledge

Harold Abelson, Structure and Interpretation of Computer Programs (1st ed.) 1985

“Programs must be written for people to read, and only incidentally for machines to execute.”

Apollo 11 source code (excerpt) Covid Sim ( excerpt )

Len Shustek, Computer History Museum 2006

“Source code provides a view into the mind of the designer.”
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https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:cnt:64582b78792cd6c2d67d35da5a11bb80886a6409;origin=https://github.com/virtualagc/virtualagc;visit=swh:1:snp:3c074afad81ad6b14d434b96e705e01d184752cf;anchor=swh:1:rev:007c2b95f301f9438b8b74d7993b7a3b9a66255b;path=/Luminary099/THE_LUNAR_LANDING.agc;lines=245-261/
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:cnt:b2d11f345900abf98e73c052790ced78b6b8e9df;origin=https://github.com/mrc-ide/covid-sim;visit=swh:1:snp:e01c470a15f3dffbd9208d84d202bb26eb7fc5e9;anchor=swh:1:rev:b719de9df5909f8fc47753dd1d2baf89fc415943;path=/src/Models/Microcell.h;lines=19-46


(Open) Source Code is a pillar of Open Science

Software powers modern research
French Open Science
Monitor 2025

From national to global:
Open Science
Monitoring Framework
Initiative
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https://frenchopensciencemonitor.esr.gouv.fr/software/fields?id=disciplines.utilisation
https://frenchopensciencemonitor.esr.gouv.fr/software/fields?id=disciplines.utilisation
https://frenchopensciencemonitor.esr.gouv.fr/software/fields?id=disciplines.utilisation
https://open-science-monitoring.org/
https://open-science-monitoring.org/
https://open-science-monitoring.org/


A bird’s eye view of arising policies: reproducibility, open science, career

Publishers
"share the software associated to your articles" mandates

Artifact Evaluation Committees
"review the software artifacts associated to articles" initiatives (ACM badges, etc.)

Funders
"software developed under grant XXXX must be made available under an open license"

Institutions
"software in CV" (e.g. DFG model CV)" and "in lab/institute/organization reports"

Communities
"software must be cited and credited"

Key issues: how to Archive, Reference, Describe, Cite and Credit (research) software?

we need a dedicated infrastructure. . . now we have one!
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A universal software archive, as a shared infrastructure

One infrastructure
non profit
open and shared

Unveiled in 2016

The largest archive ever built

Platinum sponsors

Gold sponsors

Silver sponsors

Bronze sponsors

Diamond sponsors
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How Software Heritage adresses Open Science’s needs

Archive (25B+ files, 400M+ projects)

Git
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Debian source
package loader

pypi source
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.

.

.

Software Heritage Archive
Merkle DAG + blob storage
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Distros
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Scheduling

Listing
(full/incremental)

tar

origins

snapshots

releases

revisionsrevisions

directoriesdirectories

contents

save now, updateswh, webhooks

deposit.softwareheritage.org

Reference (50 billion SWHIDs)
Intrinsic, cryptographically strong IDs

Now in SPDX 2.2, Wikidata
https://swhid.org - ISO/IEC 18670

Describe

Intrinsic metadata from source code

Contributed the Codemeta generator

Cite/Credit

Contributed biblatex-software style

Software Citation from the archive!
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https://save.softwareheritage.org
https://softwareheritage.org/browser-extensions/
https://www.softwareheritage.org/2023/06/01/webhooks-integrate-swh-workflow/
https://deposit.softwareheritage.org
https://www.softwareheritage.org/2020/07/09/intrinsic-vs-extrinsic-identifiers/
https://www.softwareheritage.org/2020/05/13/swhid-adoption/
https://swhid.org
https://www.iso.org/standard/89985.html
https://codemeta.github.io/codemeta-generator/
https://www.ctan.org/tex-archive/macros/latex/contrib/biblatex-contrib/biblatex-software


Demo time!

Browse + Reference [DIS 18670] (Apollo 11 [excerpt], your work may be already
there !)

Trigger archival, use the updateswh browser extension, configure the webhooks

Cite from the archive with biblatex-software (CTAN, ACMART)

Describe with Codemeta (use codemeta generator)

Curated deposit in SWH via HAL, see for example: LinBox, SLALOM, Givaro,
NS2DDV, SumGra, Coq proof, . . .

Extracting all the software products for Inria, for CNRS, for CNES, for LIRMM or
for Rémi Gribonval using HalTools

Example with Parmap: devel on Github, archive in SWH, curated deposit in HAL
Example research articles:

compare Fig. 1 and conclusions in the 2012 version and the updated version
SWHID in a replication experiment
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https://archive.softwareheritage.org
https://swhid.org
https://www.iso.org/standard/89985.html
https://www.softwareheritage.org/2019/07/20/archiving-and-referencing-the-apollo-source-code/
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:cnt:64582b78792cd6c2d67d35da5a11bb80886a6409;origin=https://github.com/virtualagc/virtualagc;visit=swh:1:snp:3c074afad81ad6b14d434b96e705e01d184752cf;anchor=swh:1:rev:007c2b95f301f9438b8b74d7993b7a3b9a66255b;path=/Luminary099/THE_LUNAR_LANDING.agc;lines=245-261/
https://twitter.com/gabrielaltay/status/1300218789762662401
https://twitter.com/gabrielaltay/status/1300218789762662401
https://save.softwareheritage.org
https://www.softwareheritage.org/browser-extensions/
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/api/1/
https://ctan.org/pkg/biblatex-software?lang=en
https://www.overleaf.com/latex/templates/template-for-acmart-using-biblatex-and-biblatex-software/hrbzctcdjwvd
https://codemeta.github.io/codemeta-generator/
https://doc.archives-ouvertes.fr/en/deposit/deposit-software-source-code/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02130801
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01897934
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02130729
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02137040
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/lirmm-02136558
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02155786
https://haltools.archives-ouvertes.fr/Public/afficheRequetePubli.php?struct=inria&&typdoc=(%27SOFTWARE%27)&CB_auteur=oui&CB_titre=oui&CB_article=oui&CB_resume=oui&langue=Anglais&tri_exp=annee_publi&tri_exp2=typdoc&tri_exp3=date_publi&ordre_aff=TA&Fen=Aff&css=../css/VisuRubriqueEncadre.css
https://haltools.archives-ouvertes.fr/Public/afficheRequetePubli.php?struct=cnrs&typdoc=(%27SOFTWARE%27)&CB_auteur=oui&CB_titre=oui&CB_article=oui&CB_resume=oui&langue=Anglais&tri_exp=annee_publi&tri_exp2=typdoc&tri_exp3=date_publi&ordre_aff=TA&Fen=Aff&css=../css/VisuRubriqueEncadre.css
https://haltools.archives-ouvertes.fr/Public/afficheRequetePubli.php?struct=cnes&typdoc=(%27SOFTWARE%27)&CB_auteur=oui&CB_titre=oui&CB_article=oui&CB_resume=oui&langue=Anglais&tri_exp=annee_publi&tri_exp2=typdoc&tri_exp3=date_publi&ordre_aff=TA&Fen=Aff&css=../css/VisuRubriqueEncadre.css
https://haltools.archives-ouvertes.fr/Public/afficheRequetePubli.php?struct=LIRMM&typdoc=(%27SOFTWARE%27)&CB_auteur=oui&CB_titre=oui&CB_article=oui&CB_resume=oui&langue=Anglais&tri_exp=annee_publi&tri_exp2=typdoc&tri_exp3=date_publi&ordre_aff=TA&Fen=Aff&css=../css/VisuRubriqueEncadre.css
https://haltools.archives-ouvertes.fr/Public/afficheRequetePubli.php?auteur_exp=remi%2C+gribonval&struct=cnrs&typdoc=(%27SOFTWARE%27)&CB_auteur=oui&CB_titre=oui&CB_article=oui&CB_resume=oui&langue=Anglais&tri_exp=annee_publi&tri_exp2=typdoc&tri_exp3=date_publi&ordre_aff=TA&Fen=Aff&css=../css/VisuRubriqueEncadre.css
https://haltools.archives-ouvertes.fr/?action=export&lang=fr
https://github.com/rdicosmo/parmap/
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/browse/origin/directory/?origin_url=https://github.com/rdicosmo/parmap
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03516539v1
http://www.dicosmo.org/Articles/2012-DaneluttoDiCosmo-Pcs.pdf
https://www.dicosmo.org/share/parmap_swh.pdf
https://www.dicosmo.org/Articles/2020-ReScienceC.pdf


A few adoption indicators 

● Recommendations in ANR 2023 guidelines (p. 17)
● HAL+SWH in the Open Science software booklet

Policy Users and collaborations

Graphics Replicability 
Stamp Initiative

Projects

https://anr.fr/fileadmin/aap/2023/aapg-2023-V2.0_MAJ20220921.pdf
https://www.ouvrirlascience.fr/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Passeport_Codes-et-logiciels_WEB.pdf
https://www.replicabilitystamp.org/
https://www.replicabilitystamp.org/
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Call to action: adopt and share best practices . . . today!

Archive and reference
All source code used in research (yes, even small scripts!) for reproducibility

save in Software Heritage

add SWHID in articles

See detailed HOWTO
online

Describe and Cite/Credit
For software you want to put forward (mention in your CV, reports, etc., get citations and
credit for it), do the following extra steps: video tutorials

add codemeta.json (see the codemeta generator)

reference in HAL (french partners, see online HAL documentation)

cite using the biblatex-software package (in CTAN and TeXLive)
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https://www.softwareheritage.org/howto-archive-and-reference-your-code/
https://www.softwareheritage.org/howto-archive-and-reference-your-code/
https://www.softwareheritage.org/howto-archive-and-reference-your-code/
https://codemeta.github.io/codemeta-generator/
https://doc.archives-ouvertes.fr/en/deposit/deposit-software-source-code/
https://ctan.org/pkg/biblatex-software
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ggn98sR3Eg&list=PLD2VqrZz2-u3bOWtoCoBIh5Flt6iYXsq3


Selected References more at softwareheritage.org/publications

R. Di Cosmo, S. Granger, K. Hinsen, N. Jullien, D. Le Berre, V. Louvet, et al.
Stop treating code like an afterthought: record, share and value it.
Nature, 646(8084):284–286, October 2025.

L. Courtès, T. Sample, S.Tournier, S.Zacchiroli
Source Code Archiving to the Rescue of Reproducible Deployment
ACM Conference on Reproducibility and Replicability, 2024.

R. Di Cosmo, M. Gruenpeter, B. Marmol, et al.
Curated Archiving of Research Software Artifacts: Lessons Learned from the French Open Archive
International Journal of Digital Curation, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.2218/ijdc.v15i1.698

R. Di Cosmo, J. B. G. Lopez, J.-F. Abramatic, et al.
Scholarly Infrastructures for Research Software
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