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Preserving and sharing our software heritage: a global mission: 

Source code is special: it’s executable knowledge that is meant to be human readable, by design. It 
contains a growing part of our technicals and scientific knowledge, and is becoming a significan part of 
our cultural heritage. 

Software Heritage is a non profit initiative started by Inria that is taking over the long overdue task of 
collecting all source code publicly available, with all its development history, organising it into a uniform 
structure, independent of the development platform or version control system originally used, and provi-
ding unique, intrinsic identifiers for all its parts, enabling its better fruition while ensuring its long term 
preservation. 

On April 3rd 2017, an important milestone is reached, with the signature of an agreement between Un-
esco and Inria to collaborate for preserving and sharing our software heritage. The signature ceremony 
takes place at Unesco's headquarters in Paris, in front of several hundred participants. 

Read more at www.inria.fr and www.softwareheritage.org/blog 

 

lia, Luan Heimlich. 
 

“Last year, 40 – 45% of competitors were girls,” she said. “This year I know it’s more.” 
 

Heimlich, whose daughter Sarah was among the first alumni from FIRST, said the key to encouraging mo-
re girls to join is to connect them in a way that makes them feel empowered. 
 

“It’s about making sure they understand we’re not doing technology just for technology’s sake. It has to 
have some real world meaning. 
 

“The other part of the competition has to do with outreach and changing the world with your message, 
which is something that is very different at FIRST. That really appeals to girls, which is why we’re seeing 
the numbers go up,” she said. she said.  
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