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Documentary Heritage and AI: Approaches and 
Considerations-

● Provide practical approaches to 
documentary heritage organizations on 
using AI

● Considerations around policy framework, 
cooperation and ethics

● Focus today will be about AI as software to 
be preserved

Overview
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AI As Record
- Government and private industries are using AI to make decisions that affect people’s lives 
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Preserving AI
- Given the important role that AI in policy decisions archivists will need to preserve AI and working with 

communities like the Software Heritage Network will become vital
- What do we preserve?
- How is it preserved? Are current digital preservation practices fit for purposes for the care, maintenance 

and accessibility of AI? 
- How sustainable is preserving AI? 

- Paradata and AI Preservation
- Capturing the tools, processes and people involved in AI development

- Training data and tuning data
- Logs, training parameters
- Policies and procedures
- Vendor data

- Preserving all this information is challenging and the storage requirements demanding
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Documentary Heritage and AI

- Transparency and ethical parameters in the use of AI in Documentary Heritage
- Documentary heritage professionals are working in an ethical vacuum when it comes to how to use AI 

responsibility in our processes
- UNESCO Recommendations on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence only covers documentary 

heritage and access
- International Council on Archives- ethical code not revised since the 1990s
- International Federation of Library Associations- developing a framework for AI and library 

profession
- Identification of documentary heritage

- Appraisal and Selection- what to keep, what to throw away
- Sensitivity Review- what is open, open-redacted and closed

- Access of documentary heritage
- Helping with large collections (i.e. photograph and a/v) 
- Mitigating bias and ensuring representation

- Preservation of documentary heritage
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Flaticon Freepik
CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and includes icons 

by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

Thanks!
Do you have any questions?

Dr. Anthea Seles, 
Director and University Archivist, 

McGill University
anthea.seles@mcgill.ca

Please keep this slide for attribution

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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