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Source Code: executable and human readable knowledge
“The source code for a work means the preferred form of the work for
making modifications to it." GPL Licence

Hello World

Program (excerpt of binary)

4004e6: 55
4004e7: 48 89 e5
4004ea: bf 84 05 40 00
4004ef: b8 00 00 00 00
4004f4: e8 c7 fe ff ff
4004f9: 90
4004fa: 5d
4004fb: c3

Program (source code)

/* Hello World program */

#include<stdio.h>

void main()
{

printf("Hello World");
}

Len Shustek, CHM “Source code provides a view into the mind of the designer.”
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So�ware Heritage in a nutshell

T H E  G R E AT  L I B R A RY  O F  S O U RC E  C O D E

Collect, preserve and share the source code of all the so�ware

Preserving our heritage, enabling be�er so�ware and be�er science for all

Reference catalog

find and reference all the
source code

Universal archive

preserve all the source
code

Research infrastructure

enable analysis of all the
source code
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A principled infrastructure http://bit.ly/swhpaper

Technology

transparency and FOSS

replicas all the way down

Content (billions!)

intrinsic identifiers

facts and provenance

Organization

non-profit

multi-stakeholder
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Systems of identifiers

A system of identifiers is

a set of labels (the identifiers)

mechanisms to perform :

Generation (minting) create a new label
Assignment associate label to object
Retrieval get object from a label

optionally, mechanisms to perform:

Verification check label and object
Reverse Lookup get label from an object
Description get metadata of an object
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Mechanisms o�ered in some systems of identifiers

Mech. / System Handle DOI Ark PURL
Generation Yes Yes Yes Yes
Assignment Yes Yes Yes Yes
Retrieval Yes Yes Yes Yes
Verification N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Reverse Lookup N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Description Yes Yes Yes N.A.
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Our challenges in the PID landscape

Typical properties of systems of identifiers

uniqueness, non ambiguity, persistence, abstraction (opacity)

Key needed properties from our use cases

gratis identifiers are free (billions of objects)

integrity the associated object cannot be changed (sw dev, reproducibility)

no middle man no central authority is needed (sw dev, reproducibility)

we could not find systems with both integrity and no middle man !
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An important distinction: DIOs vs. IDOs

The term “Digital Object Identifier” is construed as “digital identifier of an object,"
rather than “identifier of a digital object” Norman Paskin. 2010

DIO (Digital Identifier of an Object)

digital identifiers for (potentially) non digital objects

epistemic complexity (manifestations, versions, locations, etc.)

need an authority to ensure persistence and uniqueness

IDO (Identifier of a Digital Object)

digital identifiers (only) for digital objects

can provide both integrity and no middle man

broadly used in modern so�ware development (git, etc.)

for the core So�ware Heritage archive, IDOs are enough
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IDOs in So�ware Development: the origins

Merkle tree (R. C. Merkle, Crypto 1979)

Combination of

tree

hash function

Classical cryptographic construction

fast, parallel signature of large data structures, built-in deduplication

satisfies all three criteria: gratis, integrity, no middle man!

widely used in industry (e.g., Git, nix, blockchains, IPFS, . . . )
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IDOs in So�ware Heritage: a worked example
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The So�ware Heritage IDO schema (see http://bit.ly/swhpids)

swh:1:cnt:94a9ed024d3859793618152ea559a168bbcbb5e2 full text of the GPL3 license

swh:1:dir:d198bc9d7a6bcf6db04f476d29314f157507d505 Darktable source code

swh:1:rev:309cf2674ee7a0749978cf8265ab91a60aea0f7d

a revision in the development history of Darktable

swh:1:rel:22ece559cc7cc2364edc5e5593d63ae8bd229f9f

release 2.3.0 of Darktable, dated 24 December 2016

swh:1:snp:c7c108084bc0bf3d81436bf980b46e98bd338453

a snapshot of the entire Darktable repository (4 May 2017, GitHub)

Current resolvers: archive.softwareheritage.org and n2t.org
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http://bit.ly/swhpids
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:cnt:94a9ed024d3859793618152ea559a168bbcbb5e2
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:dir:d198bc9d7a6bcf6db04f476d29314f157507d505
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:rev:309cf2674ee7a0749978cf8265ab91a60aea0f7d
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:rel:22ece559cc7cc2364edc5e5593d63ae8bd229f9f
https://archive.softwareheritage.org/swh:1:snp:c7c108084bc0bf3d81436bf980b46e98bd338453
archive.softwareheritage.org
n2t.org
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A "wayback machine" for so�ware source code

Identifiers in action

http://archive.softwareheritage.org/browse
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Conclusion @swheritage

there are many systems of identifiers

DIOs and IDOs cater to di�erent needs

IDOs enable integrity and no middle man properties together

So�ware Heritage is using IDOs for billions of objects, today

we believe IDOs are appropriate for most digital born content that has a canonical
representation

Come in, we’re open!

www.softwareheritage.org — learn more
www.softwareheritage.org/support/sponsors/ — sponsoring info
www.softwareheritage.org/support/partners — partners
forge.softwareheritage.org — our own code

�estions?
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